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ments) phylacteries, and the like. This eighth article is taught us by the words 
(Num. XVI., 20), " Hereby ye shall know that the Lord has sent me, to do all 
these works, and not out of my own mind." 

9. We must believe that this Law was delivered from the Creator, whose 
name be blessed, and from none else; and nothing is to be added to, or diminished 
from either the written or oral law, as it is said (Deut. xiii., 1), " Thou shalt not 
add thereto, nor diminish from it." 

10. We must believe in God's Omniscience; that he knows what men do, 
and does not withhold his eyes from them, as they who say, God has forsaken the 
earth. But as Jeremiah said (xxxii., 19), " Great in council, and mighty in work; 
for thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men." (Gen. vi., 5), "And 
God saw that the wickedness of men was great in the earth." (Gen. xvi., 20), 
" The cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great." These verses teach us this. 

n. We must believe that God will reward him who keeps his command- 
ments and punish those who transgress them. The great reward will be the 
world to come, and the strong punishment, the being cast off. The passage (Exod. 
XXXII., 32), "Yet now if thou wilt forgive their sin— well— ; and if not, blot me 
I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written," and God answered him 
(ibid., 33), " Whosoever has sinned against me, him I will blot out of my book;" 
is a positive proof that God knows who is righteous and who is wicked, to reward 
the one and punish the other. 

12. We are to believe that Messiah will come, and, though he tarry, to wait 
for him. Nor may we fix any time for his appearance out of Scriptures. Our wise 
men said (Sanhedrin, fol. 97), May the spirit of those who compute the time, when 
Messiah will come, be extinguished. We are also to believe that his glory and 
honor will surpass that of all other kings who have ever existed, as all the prophets,, 
from Moses to Malachi have prophesied. And whosoever doubts it or diminishes 
the Messiah's glory denies God's word which is plainly told in Num. xxiv., 17-19, 
and Deut. xxx., 3-10. This article includes also, that the Messiah is to be from 
the Davidic house and of the seed of Solomon, and any one who opposes this 
family denies the word of God and the word of his prophets. 

13. We must believe in the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. This- 
article has been explained above. When any man believes these articles, and 
shows his belief, he is an Israelite and we are commanded to love him and to do- 
him every good as God commanded us to love our neighbor with a brotherly love. 
And though such a one may commit sins because of his lust, and the evil na- 
ture which overcomes him, he will be punished for his transgression but he 
has a part in the world to come, and he is a sinful Israelite. But when oue 
denies one of these thirteen articles he does not belong to the congregation of 
Israel; he denies the root, and is to be called unbeliever and heretic; he i» 
cutting off the branches, and it is well to hate and destroy him. Of him it is 
said (Ps. cxxxix., 21), "Do I not hate them, O Lord, who hate thee?"— [From 
his Commentary on Chapter xi. of Tractat Sanhedrin, of the Mishna.] 

Alexander Meykowitz. 



The Significance and Bichness of Genesis.— Genesis or the Book of Beginnings 
is the basis of the Torah; the Torah is the foundation of the Old Testament; and the 
Old Testament is the preparation of the religion of redemption. The five books of 
the Torah in the Old Testament correspond to the four Gospels in the New. In. 
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fact also the Gospel of Matthew (ii(iXo( yevsaeoK 'itjcov Xpiarov is at its beginning joined 
to Genesis ; and the Gospel of John sustains to the synoptic Gospels a relation like 
that of Deuteronomy to the preceding books of the Torah. Yet, not only begin- 
ning and beginning, but also beginning and end of the Old and New Testament 
canons are closely connected. Genesis and the Apocalypse, the Alpha and Omega 
of the canonical writings, are mutually interwoven. To the creation of the heav- 
en and the earth on the first pages of Genesis corresponds the creation of the 
new heaven and the new earth on the last pages of the Apocalypse — to the first 
creation, which has for its end the first man, Adam, the new creation which 
takes its beginning from the second Adam. The Holy Scriptures form a rounded, 
completed whole,— a proof that not merely this or that book, but the whole is a 
work of the Holy Spirit. The Torah, with the mta tCxv iicX)wvtuv aycvfiwv, is the 
root; the Apocalypse is the summit, towering into the aluv fiiXkav; and it is true, 
as has been said: "Let the first three chapters of Genesis be taken from the 
Bible, and there is taken away the terminus a quo; let the last three chapters of 
the Apocalypse be taken, and there is taken away the terminus ad quern." 

What the Son of Sirachi says of the Torah as a whole is pre-eminently true of 
Genesis : 

"All these things are the book of the Covenant of the most high God, even 
the law which Moses commanded for an heritage unto the congregation of Jacob. 
Faint not to be strong in the Lord : that he may confirm you, cleave unto him ; 
for the Lord Almighty is God alone, and besides him there is no other Saviour. 

" He fiUeth all things with his wisdom, as Phison and as Tigris in the time of 
the new fruits. 

"He maketh the understanding to abound like Euphrates, and as Jordan in 
the time of the harvest. 

" He maketh the doctrine of knowledge appear as the light, and as Geon in 
the time of vintage. 

" The first man knew her not perfectly, no more shall the last find her out. 

" For her thoughts are more than the sea, and her counsels profounder than 
the great deep." 

The aim of the book is, to be sure, a religious one, but there is scarcely a 
realm of culture or of science for the beginnings of which it is not to be regarded 
as an ancient record, and one worthy of respect. Therefore Luther said : ''NMl 
pulchrius Genesi, nihil vtilius." Likewise Erasmus Reinhold, the mathematician of 
the age of the Reformation, in his petition to Duke Albrecht (1551), Insisted upon 
the fact that the book of Genesis, and especially the history of Noah, clearly indi- 
cate an intimate acquaintance on the part of the primeval patriarchs with the 
movements of the heavenly bodies. No science, no art, if it would seek out the 
cradle of its origin, can suffer this book to lie unnoticed ; and its expositor, if he 
would be equal to his task, must keep step not alone with linguistic, ethnograph- 
ic and geographic research, but, in general, with progressive science in the world 
of man and nature. The means of understanding and authenticating this book 
are to be sought not only in the depths of the spirit, but also in the depths of the 
earth into which the primeval world herein described has sunk down ; and not 
merely the Egyptian temple- walls and sepulchres, but also the customs of the 
Tungus and the Delawares, — not merely the ruins of Babylon and the monu- 
ments of ancient Assyria, swallowed up by the earth, but also the heights of the 
Himalaya and the depths of the Dead Sea, aid in the exposition of this-unique 
book. [Translated from " Delitzsch's Genesis."] G. F. McKibben. 



1 Ecclesiasticus xxiv., 23-29. 



